[Rapid diagnosis in infectious diseases].
Rapid detection of infectious agents has recently received a lot of interest. The aim of this article is to review its various aspects in terms of real impact on the medical handling of the infected patient as well as economical impact. Few examples are developed in detail, including technical strategies: sexually transmitted diseases due to Chlamydia trachomatis; gastroenteritis due to rotavirus and adenovirus, bacterial pneumonia and meningitis, and acute tonsillitis due to beta-hemolytic group A streptococci.